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Daniel 9:24-27 

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 

people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 

make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 

everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 

and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy. 

Know therefore and understand, that from 

the going forth of the commandment to restore and 

to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall 

be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 

street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 

troublous times. 

And after threescore and two weeks shall 

Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 

people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 

the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall 

be with a flood; and unto the end of the war 

desolations are determined. 

And he shall confirm the covenant with 

many for one week: and in the midst of the week he 

shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 

and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 

make it desolate, even until the consummation and 

that determined shall be poured upon the desolate."  
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INTRODUCTION  

He shall confirm the covenanté 
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These five words - he shall confirm 

the covenant - are the most important five 

words in all of present day eschatology 

(study of end time things). How you 

interpret them makes the difference in how 

you understand the events of Revelation.  

This book will change forever the 

way you look at the apocalypse of Patmos.  

For me it holds the most significant key in 

unlocking the timing of the events of Johnôs 

visions.  It will turn all your charts and 

diagrams upside down while at the same 

time answer most all the questions your 

present eschatology leaves you asking.  

I know thatôs a lot to say by the 

second paragraph of the book, but for 

someone who has studied Daniel and 

Revelation since the age of eight, thatôs fifty 

years now, it did just that for me.  

 For the past thirty years I have not 

had a single person prove this thesis to be 

wrong.  I gladly accept all attempts to do so 

because my heart in the matter is to simply 

know the Truth.  I really donôt care how the 

events of Revelation unfold; I just want to 
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be scripturally sound in my understanding of 

them.  I love Godôs Word and hopefully 

thatôs everyoneôs position. 

It was my pursuit in such honesty that 

made me begin to question the 

eschatological position that I had been 

innocently raised in by my parents and 

various pastors from a tender age. Who is 

this he that shall confirm this covenant? Was 

he the Antichrist? What is the proper 

meaning of the verb shall confirm? Does its 

action support the Antichrist making a 

covenant with Israel for seven years? 

This led me to what I now see as an 

overlooked and/or assumed presupposition 

resulting in a simple grammatical error of 

improperly identifying the antecedent of this 

two-letter pronoun he.  My discovery was 

purely grammatical in nature and accidental 

in a serendipitous way. I was looking for 

something else. 

Could an entire eschatological system 

have been built upon a wrongly identified 

antecedent of a pronoun?  Was it an 

eschatological presupposition of who he is 
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that led to further missing altogether the 

meaning of the connecting verb shall 

confirm and its direct object the covenant 

with so many for so long? So much rests 

upon this little pronoun he. Who is he, 

really? 

Had bad grammar and faulty 

interpretation produced bad theology?  Was 

Daniel 9:27 used to support a presupposition 

of a novel end time scenario beginning in 

the late 1800ôs?  Did we get the cart before 

the horse and then everyone jumped on the 

cart? That was Davidôs problem and soon 

his oxen stumbled before getting back on the 

right track. 

Iôm not trying to cause anyoneôs oxen 

to stumble; thatôs Godôs business, but mine 

certainly did.  In fact, what I have to present 

in the grand scheme of things simply 

clarifies the events around the 7 years of 

Danielôs 70
th
 week. I certainly believe in the 

rapture and the second coming; so donôt get 

too alarmed, itôs just the introduction. 

Please, read on through. 
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What serendipitously led me to this 

misplaced antecedent discovery was thirty 

years ago while in a chapter by chapter 

review of Revelation I realized there was not 

a single seven year entity in the book - only 

3½ years.  Of all the myriads of sevens in 

the book not once is seven years mentioned. 

I found that strikingly odd if that was the 

prophetic time allotted by Daniel ï one week 

or seven years. 

I know what youôre thinking; thereôs 

three and a half here and three and a half 

there and when you add them together you 

have seven years. I accepted that theory for 

over twenty years; I know the line.  The 

problem with that reasoning is what I had 

newly observed in my review and that is 

this: every mention of three and a half years 

(1260 days, 42 months or time, times and a 

dividing of a time) all refer to the last half of 

Danielôs 70
th
 week. (We will look at this in 

detail later.)   It was this new found 

awareness that had sent me back to Daniel 

in the first place. I was looking for the first 

3½ years, not a pronoun or a misplaced 

antecedent.  
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 To prove my point (as I will later) just 

ask yourself this simple question (as I did) 

every time a 3½ year period is mentioned in 

Revelation: What happens after the 3½ 

years is over? The answer is always: the 

tribulation is over and the millennial 

kingdom begins. Without exception! So if 

every time 3½ years is mentioned and the 

tribulation is over it would have to be the 

last half of Danielôs week. 

Where was the first 3½ year period 

for the first half of Danielôs final seven years 

to be found in the book of Revelation? 

Where was it?   

It was this problem I was trying to 

solve when I came upon the bigger problem 

of the pronoun he and its antecedent. When I 

solved (as I believe I have) the bigger 

problem I found the answer to my first 

question. I found the first 3½ years! It had 

been under my nose, and yours too, all the 

time.  I just hadnôt realized that this 3½ 

years had anything to do with Danielôs 70
th
 

Week. 
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So where is the first half of Danielôs 

70
th
 week in Johnôs apocalypse? You might 

be surprised where we find it.  Our 

misunderstanding (as I believe) of who he is 

has kept us from looking in the right place. 

This is what I hope to disclose in this book. 

There is no other verse in the entire 

Bible more important to the chronology of 

events for dispensationalists and their 

eschatological view of the book of 

Revelation than Daniel 9:27.   

It is the bedrock of many evangelical 

denominations and seminaries. An entire 

industry of books, seminars and movies has 

been built upon the interpretation of these 

five words. Many evangelists have based 

their entire catalogue of messages upon their 

understanding of these five words.  Millions 

of books, CDôs and DVDôs have been sold 

because of a 15 year old Pentecostal Scottish 

lass named Margaret McDonald gave a 

prophecy in 1839. That is where and when it 

all began.  

Since then, so many have put all their 

eschatological eggs into this one little 
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prepositional basket.  When it comes to 

comprehending the second coming and the 

apocalyptic visions of St. John there is no 

more pivotal verse than this! 

From one verse, more specially, one 

pronoun he, an array of end time ideas and 

scenarios has developed. You are probably 

familiar with the following sequence of end 

time events but do you know what scriptures 

they are based upon?  The following 

synopsis of the events in Revelation is based 

upon the interpretation that the pronoun he 

renames the Antichrist. A lot is riding upon 

our identifying the right antecedent. 

In general, this is the second coming 

scenario in 95% of the books found on the 

shelves in our Christian bookstores. We are 

told the events will occur as following: 

¶ Any minute now the rapture could 

occur taking all Christians to Heaven 

for seven years where they attend the 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  

¶ The Antichrist will take control of the 

world and make a covenant with 

Israel for seven (7) years allowing 
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them to rebuild the Temple on the 

existing Temple site reinstituting OT 

sacrifices. 

¶ After 3½ years, in the middle of the 

seven (7) year covenant, the 

Antichrist will break his agreement 

with Israel and turn against them 

stopping all Temple sacrifices. 

¶ The last 3½ years of the seven (7) 

year contract will be known as The 

Great Tribulation. 

¶ The Antichrist will form a one world 

government and economic system 

aligned with a one world religion. It 

will be a New World Order. Everyone 

wil l be required to receive a mark in 

their hand or forehead in order to buy 

or sell. 

¶ As this New World Order attempts to 

annihilate the nation of Israel, Jesus 

and His Church will return at the end 

of the seven (7) years at the Battle of 

Armageddon destroying their armies 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

21 
 

and casting Satan, bound in chains, 

into the Bottomless Pit for 1000 years. 

¶ This begins the Millennial Reign of 

Christ and His Kingdom on Earth. 

This seven year scenario is based entirely 

upon the acceptance that the pronoun he of 

9:27 is referring to the Antichrist which is 

correctly referred to (in 9:26) as the prince 

that shall come. (No argument on this 

point.) If this is the correct antecedent the 

scenario is correct. If!  

Remember your 10
th
 grade English 

grammar: a preposition modifies (renames) 

the antecedent (person, place, thing or idea) 

preceding it. In other words, you have to go 

back one verse (v.26) to find out who he is 

referring to in verse 27.  So letôs look at 

verse 26: 

And after threescore and two weeks shall 

Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and 

the people of the prince that shall come 

shall destroy the city and the sanctuaryé 

In verse 26 there are only two choices for 

an antecedent for the pronoun he in v.27 ï 
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Messiah (Jesus) or the prince that shall 

come (Antichrist).  Prevailing thought for 

the last 150 years (a relatively short time 

since Daniel wrote the prophecy 2500 years 

ago) has chosen the latter; that he in verse 

27 renames the Antichrist, not Jesus the 

Messiah. If that is correct then the 

aforementioned scenario is right. I had 

believed this, more like blindly accepting it, 

most of my Bible-studying life. 

 It was at this juncture in looking for 

the first half of Danielôs 70
th
 week (3½ 

years) in the book of Revelation (still 

believing that he was the Antichrist) that I 

began looking at verse 26 in greater depth. I 

was newly convinced beyond a reasonable 

doubt that each 3½ year reference in 

Revelation was the final half of Danielôs 70
th
 

week. I was looking for the first half of the 

week not a preposition or an antecedent. 

I had come to a complete impasse 

trying to makes sense of he shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one week with my 

new premise of no first 3½ years in 

Revelation because I was still interpreting 

everything from the position that he was the 
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Antichrist. I was confused, stuck and about 

to dismiss my new idea when a still small 

voice whispered diagram the sentence.  I 

hadnôt diagrammed a sentence since I was in 

freshman English class at Baylor University. 

 So I did. I diagrammed the phrase the 

people of the prince that shall come shall 

destroy the city and the sanctuary from 

which contemporary theology said the 

antecedent for he was to be found.   

What I did find changed my 

eschatology forever and re-opened the book 

of Revelation, and other passages of the 

Bible, as though I was reading them for the 

first time with clarity never before 

possessed. I felt like I had found the decoder 

ring to a treasure map. I had! 

I donôt want to let the cat out of the 

bag just now as you may not finish the book. 

Before I disclose to you my discovery letôs 

start from the beginning and lay some basics 

about the Seventy Weeks of Daniel 

By the way, I am not a Hebrew or 

Greek scholar, which surprises me that this 

hasnôt been seen before now because it only 
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takes a concordance and a little reference 

material to prove my point. My Dad taught 

me to question everything, but did he realize 

as a grown man I would one day question 

what he had taught me as a child? It is 

healthy to question even that which our 

spiritual fathers have taught us. Study (and 

restudy) to show yourself approved unto 

God, a workman who is not ashamed rightly 

diving the Word of Truth, 2 Timothy 2:15. 

 I originally wrote this manuscript in 

1979-80 (32 years ago) and though never 

published it, I did present these ideas in 

many seminars and recorded them in 

cassette and CD format. The late Kelly 

Varner of Praise Tabernacle, Richlands, 

South Carolina, quoted with my permission 

from my work in one of his books on 

Daniel.  Kelly and I were friends and have 

stayed in each otherôs homes and preached 

in each otherôs churches. He was a great 

teacher of Godôs Word and I have learned so 

much from his ministry over the years 

especially from the book of Ruth.  

After 30 years of testing and applying 

this premise to Scripture as I understand It, I 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

25 
 

feel the time has come to release this 

revision of my original work.  

Dan Cummins  

September 20, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

27 
 

WHAT ARE  

THE SEVENTY WEEKS? 
 

The 70 x 7 Principle 

 
What are the seventy weeks? We 

must pray and receive the words of Gabriel 

to Daniel, therefore understand and know 

the matter.  May God grant us a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

him to know these things.  

The prophecy of Danielôs Seventy 

Weeks is given that men would know the 

time of Messiahôs coming.  I believe the 

Magi who came to King Herod seeking the 

whereabouts of the newly born King of the 

Jews were familiar with Danielôs prophecy.  

By reading the prophecies of 

Jeremiah, Daniel had come to know and 

understand the length of their Babylonian 

captivity and the desolation of Jerusalem to 

be seventy years.  

After praying and fasting, the great 

intercessor was visited by the angel Gabriel 

and told that seventy weeks were now 
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determined upon Israel and the holy city 

Jerusalem until the anointing of the most 

holy and the reign of everlasting 

righteousness. 

What are these seventy weeks? Are 

they seventy weeks of literal days totaling 

four hundred and ninety days?  No, they are 

not.  The Hebrew word for weeks is best 

translated sevens.  Seventy sevens are 

determined, or seventy groups of sevens 

totaling four hundred and ninety (70 x 7 = 

490). The 70 x 7 Principle is a familiar one 

throughout Scripture. 

21 Then came Peter to him, and 

said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? till 

seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say 

not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 

Until seventy times seven. Matthew 

18:21-22 

It can quickly be determined that 

Gabriel was not speaking of literal days.  If 

the time that the commandment was given to 

go forth to rebuild Jerusalem unto Messiah 
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the Prince was to be seven weeks and sixty-

two weeks, or sixty-nine weeks totaling 483 

literal days (7 + 62 x 7 = 483) the prophecy 

would not have been accurate.   

If we use literal weeks and days in 

understanding this prophecy we are 

immediately faced with difficulties. For the 

time between the going forth of the 

commandment unto the coming of the 

Messiah was far longer than 483 days. It 

was more like 483 years to be exact.  

How then do we set about 

understanding the meaning 

of the seventy weeks?  If 

we allow each day of the week to represent 

one year, then our problem is solved.  Can 

we do this?  Yes, for the Bible often uses 

one day to prophetically represent one year. 

  Recall how God told Israel they 

would wander in the wilderness one year for 

every day they spied out the promise land. 

After the number of the days in 

which ye searched the land, even forty 

days, each day for a year, shall ye 

bear your iniquities, even forty years, 
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and ye shall know my breach of 

promise. Numbers 14:34 

Also this prophetic principle is given in 

Ezekiel. 

And when thou hast 

accomplished them, lie again on thy 

right side, and thou shalt bear the 

iniquity of the house of Judah forty 

days: I have appointed thee each day 

for a year. Ezekiel 4:6 

So from the time that the 

commandment would be given to rebuild the 

city and the sanctuary (emancipation from 

Babylonian exile) unto the coming of the 

Messiah (Jesus), 7 weeks and 62 weeks, or a 

total of 483 years (7 + 62 x 7 = 483) would 

completely transpire. 

Know therefore and understand, that 

from the going forth of the com-

mandment to restore and to build 

Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 

shall be seven weeks, and threescore 

and two weeks: (9:25) 

 It took 49 years (7 weeks x 7) to 

rebuild the Temple, thus the first 7 weeks is 
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distinguished from the remaining 62 weeks. 

A total of 69 weeks or 483 years (69 x 7) 

would completely elapse before Messiah 

would come. 

   

 

 

All 483 years (69 weeks) 

would completely expire 

from the decree to rebuild 

the city unto Messiah the Prince. The 

preposition unto is the pertinent word to pay 

attention to. We must ask ourselves what 

event announced the coming of Messiah? 

Would it be His birth, His baptism, His 

crucifixion or His resurrection?  The answer 

will be found later. Hint: John the Baptist 

was there. 
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FOR WHOM ARE  

THE SEVENTY WEEKS ? 
 

Seventy weeks are determined upon 

thy people and upon thy holy city. The direct 

objects of the seventy weeks are the Israel of 

God and the holy city Jerusalem. For these 

are the seventy weeks determined.  

The seed of Abraham is described by 

God in a two-fold manner. God said to 

Abraham, Your seed shall be as the dust of 

the earth... and as the stars of heaven, 

(Genesis 13:15; 15:5). One is to be earthly 

and the other heavenly. 

I believe the symbolism here if forth 

telling of the mystery of the Church which 

was Godôs foreknown secret (Ephesians 3:9-

11). The physical earthly seed is the nation 

of Israel - the dust of the earth. The spiritual 

heavenly seed is the Church - the stars of 

heaven. They are both the seed of Abraham.   

The latter description by 

God as the stars of heaven 

was given after Abraham 

was circumcised ï the confirmation of the 

existing covenant with God. Circumcision of 
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the foreskin was the Old Testament 

confirmation of the existing cut covenant 

with God.  

In the New Testament confirmation is 

water baptism - the circumcision of the heart 

made without hands of the covenant cut on 

the cross. This principle is further seen in 

Danielôs 70
th
 week. 

 Paul confirms this for us in the New 

Testament. 

11 In whom also ye are 

circumcised with the circumcision 

made without hands, in putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh by the 

circumcision of Christ: 

12 Buried with him in baptism, 

wherein also ye are risen with him 

through the faith of the operation of 

God, who hath raised him from the 

dead. Colossians 2:11-12 

When we speak of God's Israel, it 

must be seen that she is two-fold: she is 

physical, but she is also spiritual. There is a 

physical nation of Israel and a spiritual 

nation of Israel - the Church.  One is dusty 

the other starry.   
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There is also a physical city of 

Jerusalem, but there is also a heavenly New 

Jerusalem. To be a citizen of the physical 

nation of Israel, one must be born with 

Jewish linage. They must come from the 

physical loins of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

To be a citizen of the earthly city of 

Jerusalem, one must live in the tiny nation 

of Israel.   

To be a citizen of spiritual Israel, one 

must be born again of the spiritual seed of 

Abraham, a seed of faith, the incorruptible 

seed of God's word. This birth is by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ. Not by the will 

of man, but by the will of God.  To hold 

citizenship in the New Jerusalem of Heaven, 

one must sojourn in the land of promises, as 

in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles, 

looking for a city that hath foundations, 

whose builder and maker is God.   

Although in the prophecy of the 

seventy weeks the subject is the physical 

seed, when the seventy weeks are 

consummated in the book of Revelation the 

spiritual seed is also included.  One cannot 

do away with the physical seed and only see 
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the fulfillment in the spiritual realm. This is 

a great mistake of many theologians. 

On the contrary, the primary 

application of this passage is to the physical 

Jew. When these seventy weeks are 

consummated in the book of Revelation we 

see God's dealings with the physical Jew.   

But we must not overlook the 

spiritual Jew, one circumcised of the heart 

by God through faith in Jesus Christ the 

seed of Abraham. The physical type was 

always given first to point to the greater 

spiritual fulfillment. If there had never been 

a physical seed, there could never have been 

the spiritual seed.   The physical came first.  

28 For he is not a Jew, which is 

one outwardly; neither is that 

circumcision, which is outward in the 

flesh: 

29 But he is a Jew, which is 

one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 

the letter; whose praise is not of men, 

but of God. Romans 2:28-29 

 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

36 
 

In this discourse it is our intention to 

see how the seventy weeks of Daniel, 

especially the last week, affects both seeds, 

the dusty and the starry, and what their part 

is in its fulfillment. It is a wonderful 

mystery but God said He would make of 

these two seeds, dusty and starry, of one 

new man in Christ. 

11 Wherefore remember, that 

ye being in time past Gentiles in the 

flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 

by that which is called the 

Circumcision in the flesh made by 

hands; 

12 That at that time ye were 

without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers from the covenants of 

promise, having no hope, and without 

God in the world: 

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye 

who sometimes were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who 

hath made both one, and hath broken 
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down the middle wall of partition 

between us; 

15 Having abolished in his 

flesh the enmity, even the law of 

commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of 

twain one new man, so making 

peace; 

16 And that he might reconcile both 

unto God in one body by the cross, 

having slain the enmity thereby. 

Ephesians 2:11-16 
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WHY ARE  

THE SEVENTY WEEKS? 

There are six objectives to be 

accomplished during the seventy 

weeks. They are: 

1. To finish the transgression,  

2. To make an end of sins,  

3 To make reconciliation for 

iniquities,  

4 To bring in everlasting 

righteousness,  

5 To seal up the vision and prophecy,  

6 To anoint the most holy. 

Within the dateline of the seventy 

weeks these six objectives will  be fulfilled. 

If we are to rightly understand the seventy 

weeks it is imperative that we keep these six 

reasons before us.  As we shall hopefully 

see, all six of these points have been or will 

be fulfilled by the work of the Lord Jesus 

Christ during the seventieth week.  
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WHEN ARE  

THE SEVENTY WEEKS? 

"Know therefore and understand, that 

from the going forth of the commandment to 

restore and rebuild Jerusalem unto the 

Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, 

and threescore and two weeks: the street 

shall be built again and the wall, even in 

troublous times," (Daniel 9:25).  

The seventy weeks were to start at the 

going forth of the commandment to rebuild 

Jerusalem. Not only were the seventy weeks 

to begin at this proclamation, but the seventy 

years of Babylonian captivity would cease.  

From the giving of the commandment 

exactly sixty-nine weeks were to completely 

expire unto the coming of Messiah the 

Prince.  

Some two hundred years before, the 

prophet Isaiah foretold the man's name of 

whom God would use to give this 

commandment. "That saith of Cyrus, He is 

my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
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pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou 

shall be built; and to the temple, Thy 

foundation shall be laid," (Isaiah 44:28).   

The prophet Isaiah not only gave his 

name but also by what means Cyrus would 

come to power in overthrowing Babylon in 

order to decree such an edict and emancipate 

the Jews from seventy years of exile. 

When the Persian Cyrus came to 

power Babylon was under the rule of 

Belshazzar, the son of Nebuchadnezzar who 

had taken Jerusalem into captivity.  The city 

was a most impressive impregnable fortress.  

Its towering walls, 250 feet high and broad 

enough at the top for six chariots to ride 

abreast, securely kept the city from invading 

armies. Its surrounding moat and outer wall 

reassured the city's occupants they were safe 

from plunder. Babylon was fifteen miles 

square providing plenty of acreage within 

the walls to grow the entire city's need for 

food. The river Euphrates divided the city 

and meets all its aquatic needs.  

Where the river entered or left the city 

giant brass gates connected the walls. Along 

the banks of the river within the city 

additional walls and gates secured the town.  
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At night these gates along the river 

that connected the streets to the two sides of 

the city were closed for further security. To 

the intruding invader there seemed few 

possible ways to infiltrate its defenses.  If 

Cyrus was the one whom God said would 

liberate the Jews and issue the edict to 

rebuild Jerusalem, how was he to overthrow 

such a fortified bastion as Babylon?  

Isaiah prophesied beforehand exactly 

how it would be done. 

That saith to the deep. Be dry, and I 

will dry up thy rivers: 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my 

shepherd, and shall perform all my 

pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 

Thou shalt be built; and to the temple. 

Thy foundations shall be laid. Thus 

saith the Lord to his anointed, to 

Cyrus, whose right hand I have 

holden, to subdue nations before him; 

and I will lose the loins of kings, to 

open before thee the two leaved gates; 

and the gates shall not be shut; and I 

will go before thee,  and make the  

crooked places straight: I will break in 

pieces  the gates of brass, and cut in 
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sunder the bars of iron: and I will give 

thee the treasures of darkness, and 

hidden riches of the secret places. 

Isaiah 44:27 - 45:3 

  The night Belshazzar held his 

drunken orgy Cyrus' army diverted 

the waters of the Euphrates into a 

floodplain. While Daniel was 

interpreting the handwriting on the 

wall the Persians marched into 

Babylon along a dry river bed, only 

to find the gates on the river walls 

open.  

Since the entire city was in a 

state of debauchery, Cyrus was able 

to take the city virtually without 

resistance. What happened inside the 

walls of the palace that night is 

recorded in the fifth chapter of 

Daniel.   

Belshazzar had ordered the 

vessels his father had taken from the 

Temple in Jerusalem to be brought 

from the secret treasure houses to the 

banquet. 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

43 
 

  In the same hour they drank 

their wine from the Temple vessels in 

mockery and blasphemy, fingers of a 

man's hand appeared writing in the 

plaster of the palace wall. The air in 

the room changed as all noticed this 

strange sight. The drunken laughing 

and jesting were suddenly exchanged 

for shrieks and sobering cries. Then 

the king's countenance was changed. 

His troubled thoughts caused the 

joints of his loins to be loosed and his 

knees smote against each other 

(Daniel 5:6).  

The God of history had spoken 

these things to be so through his 

prophet Isaiah some two centuries 

earlier. I will lose the loins of kings, 

to open before thee the two leaved 

gates, and the gates shall not be 

shut... I will give thee the treasures of 

the hidden places... I will dry up thy 

rivers. 

That night the noble Chaldean 

statesman and Prophet Daniel sealed 

Belshazzar fate as he spoke the 

interpretation of the handwriting on 
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the wall. God had numbered the 

kingdom and it was finished. 

Belshazzar was found wanting in the 

balances. God gave the kingdom of 

Babylon to the Medes and Persians. 

Belshazzar died that night by the 

sword of an intruding conqueror 

inside the walls of his secured palace.  

So impressed was the conquering 

Cyrus of the words of Isaiah he indeed 

decreed that Jerusalem should be rebuilt 

and the Temple of the God of heaven be 

restored. The historian Josephus records 

that Cyrus indeed gave the decree for the 

Jews to return to their own land and 

rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. 

"God Almighty hath appointed me to 

be the king of the habitual earth... for 

indeed he foretold my name by the 

prophets and that I should build for 

him a house in Jerusalem in the 

country of Judea... I have given leave 

to as many of the Jews that dwell in 

my country as please to return to their 

own country, and to rebuild their own 

city, and to build the temple of God at 
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Jerusalem, on the same place as it was 

before." (Anti. Book xl. Chapter 1:13)  

This decree is also recorded in the 

books of Ezra and II Chronicles. 

"Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 

Persia, that the word of the Lord by the 

mouth of the prophet Jeremiah might 

be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the 

spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 

made a proclamation throughout all his 

kingdom, and put also in writing, 

saying. Thus saith Cyrus king of 

Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath 

given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 

and hath charged me to build him an 

house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Who is there' among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and let 

him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 

Judah, and build the house of the Lord 

God of Israel, (he is the God) which is 

in Jerusalem." (Ezra 1:1-13 and II 

Chronicles 36:22-23) 

Could the Bible be more conclusive 

that Cyrus king of Persia gave the edict for 

the Jews to return and rebuild Jerusalem and 
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the Temple? But many have confused the 

commission of Nehemiah to be the starting 

point of the seventy weeks.  

Their reasons are primarily based upon 

untrustworthy secular chronologies that 

place the edict of Cyrus some 91 years 

earlier, terminating the 490 years of the 

seventy weeks long before the coming of 

Messiah. But secular chronologies are not to 

be trusted due to the verifiable facts that 

some, especially Ptolemy, were not 

contemporary of the events of the Persian 

empire and do not cite any contemporaries 

of that period.  

The records of the Persian Empire 

regarding its early history and dates are in a 

confused state. But Persian tradition 

indicates the empire to be far shorter than 

the duration set forth in the Ptolemaic 

writings.  

More importantly, the Bible's own 

chronology differs from that of Ptolemy. 

With these facts aside, this prophecy does 

not depend upon the knowledge of the exact 

date of the edict to be rightfully understood 

in light of the coming of the Messiah and the 

fulfillment of the seventieth week.  
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Scripture is Its own best interpreter. 

Would God leave the accurate interpretation 

and understanding of Scripture dependent 

upon a secular date of history which one 

cannot ever know for certain? Given time, 

the Bible will prove to be the final authority 

concerning these debated contentions. This 

is not the focus of this work. 

Concerning Nehemiah, his task dealt 

primarily with the rebuilding of the street, 

gates and wall and not the Temple. 

Moreover, it took only fifty-two days to 

complete his tasks.  

"So the wall was finished in the twenty and 

fifth day of the month of Elul, in fifty and 

two days," (Nehemiah 6:5).  

To rebuild the Temple would 

certainly take longer than fifty-two days. 

Where do then Nehemiahôs efforts fit into 

the scheme of things? Daniel tells of them: 

"the street shall be built again, and the wall, 

even in troublous times," (9:25).  

What other phrase better characterizes 

the climate of Nehemiah's commission than 

"troublous times." His workmen kept their 

swords next to their trowels when working 
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upon the walls. When the enemy came to 

hinder their efforts, Nehemiah's men had to 

drive them away then resume work on the 

walls.  

Upon hearing of Nehemiah's work, 

wicked Sanballat and Tobiah beckoned him 

to come down into the valley of Ono (6:2) 

and fight. Nehemiah replied, "Oh no!"  

Nehemiah built the wall even in troublous 

times. 

One concluding statement concerning 

the validity of Cyrus' decree. There are 

people mentioned who were taken into 

Babylon from Jerusalem and then returned 

at the edict of Cyrus and are still found 

serving at the time of Nehemiah, supposedly 

ninety-one years later.  

Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel the 

son of Jehoiakim, governed those returning 

from Babylon, but is still found ruling at the 

time of Nehemiah (ninety-one years later) 

making him at least one hundred and twenty 

years old.(Ezra 2:1-2;  Nehemiah 12:47).  

The same is the case with Ezra, the 

son of Sereiah, the Scribe (Ezra 7:6; 

Nehemiah 8:1), and his father, Sereiah, who 
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was still alive at the time of Nehemiah (I 

Chronicles 6:14; Nehemiah 11:11).  

Sereiah was old enough to have a son 

at the carrying away into Babylon. He was 

at least twenty, spent seventy years in 

captivity in Babylon, then supposedly 

another ninety-one years to the time of 

Nehemiah, making him at least one hundred 

and sixty years old and still going in 

Nehemiah's day.  

Need we go further; it was indeed the 

edict of Cyrus that started the minutes 

ticking to fulfill the seventy weeks that were 

determined upon Israel and the holy city 

Jerusalem. 

 

Unto the Messiah the Prince 

"Know therefore and understand, that 

from the going forth of the commandment to 

restore and rebuild Jerusalem unto the 

Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, 

and threescore and two weeks.  And after 

threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be 

cut off, but not for himself" (Daniel 9:25-

26).  
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From Cyrusô decree of emancipation 

unto the coming of the Messiah the Prince 

sixty-nine weeks (7 weeks + 62 weeks) were 

to completely elapse.  Let us remember that 

each week is a unit of seven years; therefore, 

483 years (69 weeks x 7 years) would 

completely elapse from the decree unto 

Messiah's coming.  

Then after the sixty-ninth 

week was completed 

Messiah would be cut off ï 

a Hebrew word used in making a sacrifice. 

Verse 25 states that after 62 weeks Messiah 

would be cut off but remember that seven 

weeks precede them.  Messiah was cut off 

after the 69th week sometime into the 70
th
.  

The 62 weeks must be reckoned from 

the end of the seventh week and not the 

going forth of the commandment.  At this 

point we are primarily interested in the 

prepositions unto and after.   

Sixty-nine weeks were to completely 

expire unto the coming of Messiah, then 

after the sixty-ninth week is finished He 

would be cut off.  Messiah would be cut off 

after the sixty-ninth week sometime into the 

70th week.  
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So we must ask ourselves two very 

important questions: What event announced 

the coming of Messiah? And when was 

Christ cut off, crucified, in relationship to 

the sixty-ninth and seventieth week? 

Before we can adequately answer 

these questions, we must first discuss verse 

twenty-seven. This one verse is without a 

doubt the chief corner stone of all 

dispensational teaching concerning a seven 

year tribulation in which the Antichrist will 

make a seven year covenant with Israel and 

after three-and-a-half years break that 

covenant stopping the renewed Temple 

worship and animal sacrifices.   

          Let us look to verse twenty-seven 

before answering our two questions.  

And he shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one 
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week: and in the midst of the 

week he shall cause the 

sacrifice and oblation to cease, 

and for the overspreading of 

abominations he shall make it 

desolate, even until the 

consummation, and that 

determined shall be poured 

upon the desolate (desolator -

NIV). 

         Let us focus our attention to the 

subject of this verse and the action that is 

taken by he:  

 he shall confirm the covenant with 

many for one week;  

he shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease; and,  

 he shall make it desolate.  

        Who is the subject of verse twenty-

seven? Who does the pronoun he modify? 

There are two choices of which only one 

can be correct.  He is either the Antichrist 

or he is Jesus Christ. 

The traditionally accepted view of 

verse twenty-seven is the pronoun he 
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modifies the Antichrist - the prince that 

shall come of the verse twenty-six.  

We are told that the Antichrist will 

make a covenant with many for one week. 

During the middle of those seven years, he 

will break the covenant, betray Israel and 

stop their Temple practices. The final half of 

the week is then know as the Great 

Tribulation.  

If indeed, the prince that shall come, 

or Antichrist, is the antecedent of the 

pronoun he, then this concept of events 

would be logically and scripturally sound.  

But I must say those who hold to this 

view that they did not do their Hebrew 

homework. For this entire eschatological 

scheme is based entirely upon the error of a 

misplaced antecedent and its pronoun 

modifier he. 

Turning our attention from any 

doctrinal or theological biases or 

presuppositions, let us consider the subject 

of verse twenty-seven from strictly a 

grammatical view.  
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A pronoun modifies either another 

pronoun or antecedent preceding it. 

Therefore, in order to find the antecedent of 

the pronoun he of verse twenty-seven, we 

look to verse twenty-six. If the popular view 

is true that he modifies the prince that shall 

come, or the Antichrist, it must hold true 

grammatically.  

 

Unfortunately, we find that prince is 

the object of a preposition and is used to 

modify the subject of the sentence (people).  

Prince is neither a pronoun nor an 

antecedent and therefore cannot be modified 

by the pronoun he.  
 

Let us diagram the sentence from 

verse twenty-six from which the prince that 

shall come is taken (see diagrams below).  
 

And the people of the prince that shall come 

shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  
 

The simple subject of this sentence 

clause is people.  The complete verb is shall 

destroy. The people shall destroy.  
 



He Shall Confirm the Covenant 

 

55 
 

 
The direct objects of the verb's action 

are the city and the sanctuary. The peopleé 

shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  
 

 
 

What about the two phrases of the 

prince and that shall come?  Of the prince is 

a prepositional phrase used to modify the 

subject.  Prince is the object of the 

preposition of.  The people of the prince 

shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  

 

That shall come is used to modify 

prince. The people of the prince that shall 

come shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary. 
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So in verse twenty-six prince is 

neither used grammatically as a pronoun 

or an antecedent, but as the object of a 

preposition.  The antecedent, or subject, 

of that sentence clause is people.   

But people is not the antecedent of 

the pronoun he of verse twenty-seven 

because people is plural and he is 

singular.  Therefore, we must go to the 

next preceding pronoun or antecedent, 

which is himself modifying Messiah, or 

Jesus Christ.  

Grammatically the pronoun he of 

verse twenty-seven modifies Messiah 

the Prince. - Jesus Christ. Letôs now 

read verse 27 by replacing the pronoun 

he with its correct antecedent Messiah. 

And Messiah (Jesus Christ) 

shall confirm the covenant with many 
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for one week (seven years): and in the 

midst of the week (after 3½ years) he 

shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease, and for the 

overspreading of abominations he 

shall make it desolate, even until the 

consummation and that determined 

shall be poured upon the desolate 

(desolator ï Antichrist). 9:27 

  

And Messiah shall confirm  

the covenant with many 

for one weeké 
 

A sentence must have a subject 

and a verb to be complete. If Messiah is 

indeed our subject let us examine the 

complete verb shall confirm and see 

which antecedent best qualifies for 

fulfilling its action ï the Antichrist or 

Jesus Christ. The verb powerfully 

supports my premise that Messiah is the 

correct antecedent for he. 
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Making and Confirming 

a Covenant  

Two Different Verbs 
 

The word in Hebrew for 

confirm means to 

strengthen and is not the 

same word to be used with the cutting or 

establishing of a covenant. Rather 9:27  

is dealing with a previously established 

covenant ï he shall confirm the covenant not 

make, or cut a covenant. 

 

If  the Antichrist were making or 

establishing a new covenant then the verb 

would be completely different. But it reads, 

he shall confirm the covenant not make a 

covenant.  

Yet how many times have you heard 

preachers say that the Antichrist will make a 

covenant with Israel for seven years? That 

isnôt the meaning implied from this passage 

at all.  Rather, Messiah is confirming, 

strengthening, an existing covenant. 
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If he (Antichrist) were cutting a new 

covenant with Israel the Hebrew verb that 

should be used is karath as used in the 

following verses; however, that is not the 

case. This verb karath is not used in 9:27. 

 

To Make a Covenant ï To Cut 
 

To make a covenant - OT:3772 karath  

 

to cut, to cut off, to cut down, to cut 

off a body part, to cut out, to 

eliminate, to kill, to cut a covenant 

a) (Qal) 

1) to cut off, to cut off a 

body part, to behead 

2) to cut down 

3) to hew 

4) to cut (make) a covenant 
 

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and 

Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew 

Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, 

Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 

 

 

These are a few verses to illustrate the 

difference in the verbôs usage.  
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Genesis 15:18 

18 In the same day the Lord made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, Unto 

thy seed have I given this land, from 

the river of Egypt unto the great river, 

the river Euphrates:  

 

Genesis 26:28 

28 And they said, We saw certainly 

that the Lord was with thee: and we 

said, Let there be now an oath betwixt 

us, even betwixt us and thee, and let 

us make a covenant with thee;  

 

Ex 23:32 

32 Thou shalt make no covenant 

with them, nor with their gods.  

 

Ps 50:5 

5 Gather my saints together unto me; 

those that have made a covenant 

with me by sacrifice.  
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Messiah shall confirm  

the covenanté 

 

The word confirm is never used in the 

Old Testament to make a covenant.  The 

Antichrist is not going to make a covenant 

with Israel, not according to this verse.  This 

he shall confirm (to make strong) the 

(already existing) covenant as supported by 

the following verses. The verb used in 9:27 

is gabar and can only apply to an existing 

covenant.  There is absolutely no covenant 

being made in this verse (9:27) between 

anyone.  

 

To confirm - OT:1396 gabar  

OT:5975 - `amad   

to prevail, to have strength, to be 

strong, to be powerful, to be mighty, 

to be great 

1) to confirm, to give 

strength 

2) to confirm (a covenant) 

 
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and 

Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew 

Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, 

Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
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This verse from Psalms illustrates the 

difference in the two verbs usage and 

meaning. 

 

Psalm 105:9-10 

9 Which covenant he made (OT:3772 

karath - to cut) with Abraham, and his 

oath unto Isaac; 

10 And confirmed (OT:5975 - `amad 

ï to strengthen) the same unto Jacob 

for a law, and to Israel for an 

everlasting covenant:  

 

Messiah Confirms the Covenant 
 

ñNow I say that Jesus 

Christ was a minister of 

the circumcision for the 

truth of God, to confirm 

the promises made unto the fathers.ò 

Romans 15:8 

 

Messiahôs coming would bring an end 

to the 69
th
 week and start the 70

th
. 

 

  What event announced the coming of 

Messiah?  All sixty-nine weeks had to 
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completely expire before Messiah's coming.  

After the sixty-ninth week he was to be cut 

off (a sacrificial term) but not for himself.  

Though Jesus was indeed the Son of 

God from His birth, He was born under the 

law and had to fulfill the law to the letter. 

Before Jesus could enter into His high 

priestly ministry He had to reach the age of 

thirty according to the Levitical law.  

This was the age when Jesus came to 

Jordan to be baptized by his cousin John. 

Here is seen in type the priest coming to the 

laver to be washed in water and then 

anointed with the holy oil.   

As the carpenterôs son came up out of 

those waters the Holy Spirit descended from 

heaven upon Him and His heavenly Father 

ripped open the clouds of heaven and 

declared this is my beloved son in whom I 

am well please. It was the day of his public 

affirmation or setting forth by the Father.  It 

was the day of his adoption as a son. 

No other place in the Bible can we see 

such an audible and visible display of the 

Father, Son and Holy Ghost. It was a name 
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changing day. From that day on He was 

known as Jesus the Christ.   

Christ is the name of Messiah. Simon 

Peter knew Messiahôs name: And Simon 

Peter answered and said, Thou art the 

Christ, the Son of the living God, Matthew 

16:16. 

The Samaritan woman at the well 

knew that the Messiahôs name was Christ. 

Jesus also knew that He was the Messiah. 

25 The woman saith unto him, I 

know that Messias cometh, which is 

called Christ: when he is come, he 

will tell us all things. 

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that 

speak unto thee am he.  John 4:25-26 

 

From the time of his baptism he was 

no longer known as the obscure carpenter's 

son, but went forth doing mighty miracles 

never before seen by man. He went forth as 

the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of David. 

It was at Jordan announced by John 

that Messiah had come - Behold the Lamb of 

God who taketh away the sins of the world. 
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It was as Jesus rose from the waters the 

Spirit of God descended from heaven (and 

remained upon him) that His Father said, 

This is my beloved son in whom I am well 

pleased.  

It was not until then that John's 

disciples could say, We have found the 

messiah, which being interpreted, the Christ, 

John 1:41.  Though Jesus was indeed the 

Son of God from his virgin birth, even 

before the foundations of the world, it was 

not until that day at Jordan that He and John 

suffered it to be so and fulfilled all 

righteousness. Messiah had come! The 69
th
 

week was over. 

It was then that He received the 

christos, the anointing to begin His 

Messianic ministry of confirming the 

promises of God. It was there that he had 

come to the house of Israel to bring them the 

kingdom of righteousness.   

The day Jesus came to Jordan the 

sixty-ninth week ended - the Messiah had 

come. The seventieth week began from the 

baptism of John as Messiah stepped from 

the waters to begin his messianic ministry. 
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The baptism of John began the ministry of 

the Messiah. 

 
 

When the Apostles needed to choose 

another to take Judasô place one requirement 

was: 

21 Wherefore of these men 

which have companied with us all the 

time that the Lord Jesus went in and 

out among us, 

22 Beginning from the baptism 

of John, unto that same day that he 

was taken up from us, must one be 

ordained to be a witness with us of his 

resurrection. Acts 1:21-22 
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The Apostles recognized Messiahôs 

coming to be at the baptism of John. 

 

 The reason Jesus had to be baptized 

was to fulfill all righteousness; he came to 

fulfill the covenants of the Fathers. Here are 

additional passages testifying to the fact that 

he shall confirm the covenant. 

 

Galatians 3:12-18 

15 Brethren, I speak after the manner 

of men; Though it be but a man's 

covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no 

man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

16 Now to Abraham and his seed 

were the promises made. He saith 

not, And to seeds, as of many; but as 

of one, And to thy seed, which is 

Christ. 

17 And this I say, that the covenant, 

that was confirmed before of God in 

Christ, the law, which was four 

hundred and thirty years after, cannot 

disannul, that it should make the 

promise of none effect. 
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Hebrews 10:4-22 

 

4 For it is not possible that the blood 

of bulls and of goats should take away 

sins. 

5 Wherefore when he cometh into the 

world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering 

thou wouldest not, but a body hast 

thou prepared me: 

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for 

sin thou hast had no pleasure. 

7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the 

volume of the book it is written of 

me,) to do thy will, O God. 

8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and 

offering and burnt offerings and 

offering for sin thou wouldest not, 

neither hadst pleasure therein; which 

are offered by the law; 

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy 

will, O God. He taketh away the first, 

that he may establish the second. 

10 By the which will we are sanctified 

through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest standeth daily 

ministering and offering oftentimes 
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the same sacrifices, which can never 

take away sins: 

12 But this man, after he had offered 

one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 

down on the right hand of God; 

13 From henceforth expecting till his 

enemies be made his footstool. 

14 For by one offering he hath 

perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified. 

15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a 

witness to us: for after that he had 

said before, 

16 This is the covenant that I will 

make with them after those days, saith 

the Lord, I will put my laws into their 

hearts, and in their minds will I write 

them; 

17 And their sins and iniquities will I 

remember no more. 

18 Now where remission of these is, 

there is no more offering for sin. 

19 Having therefore, brethren, 

boldness to enter into the holiest by 

the blood of Jesus, 

20 By a new and living way, which he 

hath consecrated for us, through the 

veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
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21 And having an high priest over the 

house of God; 

22 Let us draw near with a true heart 

in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil 

conscience, and our bodies washed 

with pure water. KJV 

 

I Found Those 3½ Years! 
 

Have you seen it yet? Have 

you discovered where the 

first 3İ years of Danielôs 

70
th
 week are?  Why I couldnôt find them in 

Revelation? Why they arenôt there? Because 

theyôre in the gospels ï Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John!  

From the time that Jesus stepped out 

of the river Jordan where he confirmed the 

covenant to the moment He laid down His 

life on the cross as the sacrifice of the new 

covenant and was cut off but not for himself 

was exactly 3½ years!   

Thatôs no coincidence!  Anyone who 

knows biblical numbers realizes thatôs a 
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strange number of years for Jesus to 

minister.  Why not just 3 or 7, but 3½? 

 

Three-and-a-half years later, the 

Messiah of the Israel hung on a cross, was 

cut off.  

From the going forth of the decree 

of Cyrus all sixty-nine weeks expired, 

then Messiah the Prince came. After the 

sixty-ninth week, he would be cut off but 

not for himself.  

Verse twenty-six does not tell us 

how long after the sixty-ninth week 

Messiah would be cut off, but only that it 

would be after it had elapsed. Messiah 

would therefore be crucified sometime 

into the seventieth week. 


